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- Philby Direeted,

Exposed ‘Albanian enture

Spy’F oiled U.S. Brztlsh'(:luernlla Plan

London Sunday Times
LONDON — Harold (Kim)
Philby,. the Soviet- spy who

the British Secret Intelligence
Service, moved into a new job
in “Washington in. October,
1949, and began the most de-
structive phase of his long
caréer as a double agent.

Philby went to America as
liaison man between the SIS
and the American CIA. Now
he was at the heart of West-
ern intelligence — at a time
when, as a top CIA man of
the period said, “relations
were closer than they -have
been between any two serv-
ices at any time.”

“You must remember,” he
‘said, “that at this ‘time the
CIA regarded themselves al-
most as novices.”,

“ Philby, cons1dered ‘Britain’s
'most - brilliant operatlve, had
iparticular value to the CIA
lat this time. Being the West-
!eﬁn expert on the subject, he

janti-Soviet ,; espionage opera-
tion. )

_The damage Ph11by did dur-
ling fms two years in Washmg
1 D .

had penetrated the heart of.

«|Balkans. The Communist reb-

lton is almost 1mposs1ble to as-
sess ~without access to secret
information. But The London
Sunday Times has pieced to-
gether the story of the worst
disaster - that was ultimately
charged to Philby’s account,
the Albanian debacle.

What Philby betrayed in
this -affair was an attempt by
Britain and America, at the
height of the Cold War, to
overthrow Russian. influence
in Albania by means of guer-
rilla-fomented. uprisings.

For 17 years, this has re-
mained one of the most ex:
traordinary  :secrets ~of ‘the
Cold War. It has suited both
sides to leave it that way. For
the West, the Albanian affair
was ' a disaster costing 150
lives.. For- Russia it was a
nasty preview of what could
happefi in -other parts of her
uneasy empire.

In 1949, the weakest sector
of the Russ1an empire was the

els in Greece were on the
point of collapse Yugoslavia
was Communist /but had bro-
ken with Russia. Even Al
bania was ungteady. The Yu-
goslav Commumsts had ‘run
Albania . since ‘the wat, but
now ‘Tito’s cooling ‘had forced
Russia to - move her own
“technicians” and “advisers”
into Albania.

At this point the British
Foreign Office and the Amer-
jican: ‘State Department had’
the same idea: Could Albania
nationalism be harnessed to
overthrow Russian influence?,
And could the process of dis-|
affection even be helped along:
a - bit? .

Ernest Bevin, the Foreign
Secretary, was adamantly op-
posed to the idea. But he was
persuaded to sanction a “pilot
:xperiment” in. subversion: a

:landestine operation, to be|

srganized jointly by the SIS
and the CIA to infiltrate guer-
xila bands into  Albania to

‘oment anti-Russian uprisings. |

The mah responsible for co-
srdinating the British and
American halves of the joint
3peratmn was, naturally, the
British llmon man in Wash-
ington, Kim Philby. His ex-
perience as ex-controller of the
Turkish station — the biggest
and most active in thaf part
of the world—made his advice
on clandestine operatlons par-
ticularly valuable.

Certainly, the operation was
well planned. One of the first
steps was the formation
around the summer of 1949
of a “committee of free Al-
banians,” based in Italy and
apparently a front organiza-
tion for recruiting guerrillas.

In the spring of 1950, the
guerrillas’ were: ready to go.

larger bands, they slipped up
into the mountains and over
the border into Albania. The
plan is said to have been that
the groups were to make for

their old homes and try to stir
up trouble there—taking to

the mountains if things got

too hot.

It was a disaster. The Rus-
sians just seemed to know
they were coming.

Within a month, 150 or so
guerrillas - — about half the
total force — were either kill-
ed or captured, along with a
number of Albanians who had
been unwise enough to wel:
come the warriors:

The 150 survivors striggled
back into Greece = to the em-
barrassment - of theé Greek
government. The SIS in Lon-

don had to hastily bully the
bewildered Home Office into:

allowing 150 mysterious Alba-
nians into Britain (where . a
weird “welcome back” party
was thrown for them at the
Caxton Hall in London). It is
unclear whether the Home Of-
fice was told the truth about
these refugees — according to
the source the Albanians were
improbably described as “good
friends of ours in Greece.”

The post-mortem on the de-
bacle wag prolonged After: a'
year, opinfon was still spﬁ
The Americans were uneasily
convinced of treachery. And
what few indicationg ;the
were pointed to Phl]ibyg
thought. But in Britian the
appeared not to have accep
even the evidence ‘of tre
ery.

Knowing what is now kn
of Philby, it 'is clear that ‘t; 3
Albanian expedition — andy
indeed, many othér aspect
the mformauon flow between
British- and American. intelli-
gence — must have been leaks:
ed to the Russians. The effect:
was totally to discredit in Brit+:
ish eyes the policy of “positive:
intervention”, in. Communist
Europe, and ‘to weaken it for:
some years in America. kg

vk

First in small groups, then in|,
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